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l. Introduction of Staff

Il. Introduction of Alumni

lll. Q&A with our Alumni
o Questions from PPA staff
o Audience guestions--chat box

or unmute

IV. Wrap Up
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GET TO KNOW US!
PPA Staff
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Dr. Sarah Scheidel Krista Rogers Chrissy Gray Megan Baro

Director Assistant Director Pre-Professional Advisor Health Professions Advisor

-
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Tanya Miller Sue Ruggiero Dr. Keat Sanford
Social Media Coordinator Program Assistant Pre-Medical Advisor
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ALUMNI SPOTLIGHTS

Olasubomi “Mini” Ajayi (UConn School of Medicine)

Olasubomi ‘Mini’ Ajayi
eamed her B.S. in Allied Health Sciences from
UConn in 2021, and i1s now a first-year medical

student and a di ed Health Career
gp ﬂammlty (HCOP) ar at UConn School

* As an Honors Scholar, she studied the effects of the local
food environment on food security status in low-income
Hartford neighborhoods. This gave nse to her passion for
service and research to address inequities in disadvantaged
communities, along with her years as a health educator with the
Collegiate Health Services Corps.

* She is an advocate and mentor for underrepresented
minorities pursuing careers in medicine, a past President of the
UConn Minority Association for Pre-Med Students (MAPS), and
a former National Future Leadership Project Fellow with the
Student National Medical Association (SNMA).

* Mini loves the freedom of laughter, the art of connection,
and exploring new cultures and foods through travel. You may
find her watching or Dl-:l.iﬂ'lﬂg basketball when not walking in
nature, reading, or journalin




ALUMNI SPOTLIGHTS

Darlene Burckson (UConn Graduate School/UConn Health)

Darlene Burckson

earmned her B.A. in Biological Sciences from
UConn in 2022 and began her Ph.D. studies in
Biomedical Sciences at UConn Health this fall.

* While at UConn, she was involved in many activities and leadership
inons, such as hEiI'I,E,, a Senior Resident Assistant for the Women in
lath Science and Engi nng Leaming Community (WiMSE), a
member of the Women's Leadership Network. a Peer
Mentor for the Minority Assodiation of Pre-Medical Studeris (MAFPS),

and many more.

'.Ir Darlene's passion for research led her w apply to the Yale
chment Research Experience program (YSERE)
ﬂfter graduation. YSERE s an intensive biomedical sciences research
program that gave her ex nce In how dinical-based research was
done. She worked with Dr, Maor Sauler, whose research focuses on
understanding the pathobiology of chronic lung diseases.

% During her growth year, Darlene continued her work in Dr.
Sauler's lab through a Yale Post Graduate Fellowship. Her project
focused on understanding the molecular regulanon of alveolar
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Looking for a
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unwind  after’ a
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current pre-health huskies!
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